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FOREWORD TO SECOND REPRINT  

  
This  booklet is dedicated to the memory of John Walter, 1935 – 2019, co-founder of 
Bungendore Landcare, “the man who planted trees”.  
  
 More than 25 years after the first edition of this booklet, the advice within still feels 
relevant. Inevitably, some points demand updating.  
 
p.3   “last century” was referring to the 19th century. 
  
p.9   Whole Farm Planning:   All fencing costs are now tax-deductible. 
  
p.13  To Rip or not to Rip?  
Whether or not ripping is essential or important for tree planting is debatable. Brian 
Cumberland from Greening Australia direct-seeded thousands of kilometres of native 
trees and shrubs successfully without ripping. He thought ripping for trees was a 
forestry pine plantation practice, not as important for natives.  
By contrast, Peter Marshall, forester and truffle grower from Braidwood, has strongly 
criticized the National Arboretum management in recent years for inadequately 
ripping the ground for its trees. Peter believes most if not  all soil is compacted and 
airless, inhospitable for tree root growth.  
 
p.14  Weed Control    
In recent times the knockdown herbicide Roundup (glyphosate) has been getting 
some bad press. I now include a note of caution about use of this product. 
  
p.15  Windbreak Design  
I highly recommend David Holmgren’s revegetation manual Trees On the Treeless 
Plains  (Holmgren Design Services, 1994), now also available as an e-book. David 
details five different multi-purpose shelterbelt designs including a 7-row belt that we 
have established at Millpost. 
  
p.17   Direct Seeding   
Brian Cumberland has retired but Greening Australia continues direct seeding with 
contract machinery. 
  
p.18   What to Plant  
Having established many shelterbelts at Millpost, our tree planting emphasis has 
shifted slightly to shade trees. Searing summer temperatures demand more shade for 
livestock. Deciduous trees provide denser shade than native trees. Planting shade 
trees is not only an adaptive response to global warming, tree planting in general is a 
potential remedy. It has been calculated that a trillion new trees would go a long way 
to capturing excessive atmospheric carbon and thus moderate some of the damaging 



effects of climate change. (We may have a better chance of planting trees than 
controlling carbon emissions.) 
  
Oaks are the pre-eminent deciduous tree. They are drought-resistant, tap-rooted, and 
long-lived; they provide dense shade, useful fodder and good timber and they build 
soil. Acorns are readily collected in the streets of Canberra. You can identify the 
species with a copy of Trees and Shrubs in Canberra (L.D. Pryor and JCG Banks, 
Little Hills Press, 1991). 
 
Burr Oaks (Quercus macrocarpa), Portugese Oak (Q. lusitanica), Swamp White Oak 
(Q. bicolor), Red Oak (Q. borealis), Turkey Oak (Q. cerris), Valley Oak (Q. lobata) 
and Sawtooth Oak (Q. acutissima) are all growing admirably at Millpost. John Walter 
planted an avenue of Hungarian Oak (Q. farinetto) along Turallo Creek next to the 
Council Pound/Community Food Forest in Turallo Terrace. They bear a huge acorn 
crop every year. 
 
Black Locust (Robinia pseudo-acacia) is another hardy deciduous tree well worth 
planting. It can be seen around old stockyards or homestead ruins throughout the 
district. This spiny, suckering leguminous tree with fragrant white blossoms yields 
ground-durable fence posts. Honey Locust (Gleditsia triacanthos) has similar 
qualities with the added benefit of nutritious pods for livestock (but avoid really 
thorny specimens.) 
 
Poplars (Populus sp) prefer higher rainfall than we have been getting lately, but once 
established perform well with the following benefits: 
1. fast growth, 2. some will sucker, 3. can be multiplied by cuttings, 4. fodder value 
for livestock, 5. are fire-retardant, 6. good shelter and allow pasture growth 
underneath. The Gundaroo Poplar, a hybrid of P. yunnanensis, is growing well along 
Millpost Lane and is renowned for controlling soil erosion. The Silver Poplar (P. 
alba) suckers profusely, feeds livestock and controls soil erosion. You can see gullies 
coming off Mt. Gibraltar rehabilitated with this species. 
 
Fire-Retardant Species 
 
As the planet continues to heat up, it is becoming increasingly important  to factor in 
flammability when choosing which species to plant, especially close to buildings. 
 
Most deciduous species ( oak, poplar, elm, ash, etc.) are to be preferred to pine and 
eucalypt. 
 
Native plant enthusiasts should consider Acacias (dealbata, pravissima and 
melanoxylon), Atriplex, Hakea and Casuarina cunninghamia. 












































